
 

 

 

 

On Thursday night, President Donald Trump and his wife Melania Trump tested positive for the coronavirus, 

about one month prior to the U.S. election. A White House memo said, “both are well at this time, and they plan 

to remain at home within the White House during their convalescence.”  
 

Retweeting Trump’s announcement, the President of the European Council Charles Michel said he wished Donald 

Trump and the First Lady a speedy recovery, adding “COVID-19 is a battle we all continue to fight. Everyday. No 

matter where we live.” France’s government spokesperson Gabriel Attal reportedly said: “This demonstrates that 

the virus spares no one, including those who have shown scepticism. I wish him a swift recovery.” European 

stocks are expected to open lower on Friday over Trump’s positive test result.  

 
European stock opened low on Trump news, the pan-European Stoxx 600 index slipped 0.8% in early morning 

deals with all sectors and major bourses trading firmly in the red; German DAX futures and FTSE 100 futures also 

fell. Brent crude LCOc1 slipped about 3 %.  
 

Europe itself is seeing a dramatic surge in newly confirmed caseload across the continent and many countries 

including Spain, France, U.K recently have tightened restrictions. The global death toll from COVID-19 hit a 

discouraging milestone of one million on Monday, with the US, Brazil and India accounting for nearly half of the 

total, according to Johns Hopkins University.  
 

Brussels currently hosts a delayed two-day European Council summit starting from Thursday, whilst China is busy 
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celebrating twin Festivals - the country’s National Day and Mid-Autumn Festival Holiday happened to fall on the 

same day on Oct. 1, bringing China’s holidaymakers an unusual eight-day break until Oct.8. Contrary to other 

countries, the mood music in China is perhaps quite uplifting, and it rightly deserves so: the virus spread stays 

under control and the economy is gaining momentum.  
 

In Brussels’ dull, drizzly days, debates on foreign affairs dragged the European leaders meeting into late mid-

night. The meeting has put Sino-EU relations high on agenda. The original plan was to devote its first working 

session to a discussion on EU-China relations on Thursday afternoon, but the Council President Michel has shifted 

and directed leaders to start their discussion on a more complicated topic on Turkey. Nevertheless, the European 

Council meeting briefed on leaders on the China-Germany-EU video conference on Sept. 14 and later agreed 

upon a four-point view concerning China.  

 
(Screenshot of the press release from the European Council) 

 

Observers have pointed out that Europe’s approach to China is getting growingly pronounced in a two-pronged 

manner: it is thrilled at China’s green efforts and committed to working with the country on climate change, 

Covid-19, and digital domain (the two sides on Sept. 14 announced to forge digital partnership), notwithstanding, 

it seeks more self-sufficiency and sovereignty on the economic front in areas such as trade, investment, tech, 

market access and global chain. Brussels probably will not follow suit of Washington to decouple with China or 

wage a tech cold war, but de-globalization and a tougher stance on certain thorny issues seem increasingly 

inevitable.  
 

A day prior to the Brussels meeting, German Chancellor Angela Merkel joined EU leaders to welcome China’s 

ambitious goal on climate change, following President Xi last week surprised the UN General Assembly by 

announcing scaled-up green targets: China will aim to reach emission peak before 2030 and for carbon neutrality 

by 2060. "Unlike other large emitters, it's encouraging that China stands by the Paris climate accord," Merkel 

reportedly told German lawmakers on Wednesday. "This is a very ambitious [Chinese] goal that should spur us 

in Europe to really fulfil our targets," she added. 
 

It came as no surprise that the EU bubble applauded Beijing’s newly announced green ambition. President Michel 

 personally viewed Beijing’s move also a victory for the EU, as it came after the EU “conveyed” the key message 

on climate change to China, including at their virtual meeting on Sept.14. Earlier on Monday, Michel told an event 

held by Brussels-Based think tank Bruegel that “His (President Xi’s) announcement at the UN last week of China's 

2060 commitment crowns a real diplomatic success.”  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/10/01/european-council-conclusions-on-external-relations-1-october-2020/
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Thursday’s Council meeting reaffirmed that the EU and member states’ leaders will have a joint meeting with 

Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2021, urging sped-up efforts to reach the Comprehensive Agreement on 

Investment (CAI) deal by the end of this year. A statement published by the European Commission this week 

showed that the two sides held the 32nd round of negotiations last week and progress was registered on rules 

on entry and stay of business visitors and intra-corporate transferees, confirming a statement from China’s 

Ministry of Commerce. As showed, the next round of talks will take place on Oct. 19 to 23. 

 

Brussels is ramping up efforts to reduce its heavy dependency on non-EU countries including China on critical 

raw materials. On Tuesday, the European Raw Materials Alliance was launched. According to Maros Sefcovic, 

Vice President of the European Commission and Thierry Bretton, the EU Commissioner for internal market, both 

of whom were present at the launch, the EU is almost exclusively dependent on a handful of countries concerning 

certain materials, which could weigh on the bloc’s “strategic autonomy”. For instance, China provides 98% of the 

EU's supply of rare earth elements, Turkey provides 98% of the EU's supply of borate, while South Africa provides 

71% of the EU's needs for platinum.  
 

By launching the alliance and seeking cooperation with Canada, Australia, as well as African countries, the bloc 

is fighting tooth and nail to transform itself from a laggard to a hopeful frontrunner in critical raw materials. In 

the battery field that so dear to the EU’s green roadmap in the years to come, Brussels aims to “be almost self-

sufficient in lithium for batteries” by 2025.  
 

A cluster of figures in the battery sector was mentioned by Sefcovic: In 2019, investment in Europe reached 60 

billion euros (three times more than in China); In 2020 to date, level of investments in Europe has reached EUR 

25 billion (twice as much as in China); Europe is well on track to become the second (after China) manufacturer 

of the lithium-ion battery cell by 2024, overtaking the US and the rest of Asia; ultimately, the EU aims at covering 

from 3% to 80% of its battery-related needs for lithium by 2025.  
 

Brussels does not intend to shift the production back to the continent, as Breton made it plain: “This does not 

mean, however, that we want to produce everything in Europe. Europe’s resources are large and diversified, but 

they are not sufficient to cover all our needs.”  

Separately, China’s customs data showed that the country’s rare earth export in August plummeted by 62.3 

percent over a year earlier, market experts have cited a decline in global demand in sympathy with COVID-19.  

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2020/september/tradoc_158958.pdf
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ai/202009/20200903004243.shtml
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/01/reform-of-the-international-debt-architecture-is-urgently-needed/
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[ European Commission ] 

 

[ POLITICO ] 

[ Financial Times ] 

[ European Commission ]  Communication on a new 

European Research Area for Research and Innovation: the new European Research Area 

[ POLITICO ] 

https://www.ft.com/content/a13955b8-04ab-4221-93c6-51dca29d58f1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-markets/u-s-stock-futures-extend-losses-as-trump-tests-positive-for-covid-19-idUSKBN26N009
https://www.ft.com/content/afe672c2-e767-4f6c-99dd-d4ef27c37a65
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/sep/30/uk-record-gdp-slump-slightly-less-severe-ons-economy
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-stocks/london-stocks-follow-europe-lower-as-trump-tests-positive-for-covid-19-idUKKBN26N0Y3
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-vaccines-compariso/exclusive-new-global-lab-network-will-compare-covid-19-vaccines-head-to-head-idUKKBN26N0JW
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/sep/29/world-bank-announces-plan-poor-countries-buy-covid-vaccines
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202009/24/WS5f6c65fea31024ad0ba7bab4.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1703
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-launches-legal-action-against-uk-over-brexit-law/
https://www.ft.com/content/4fa4732b-877b-4994-bfc4-c8ae1cd80a78
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1749
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-new-era-research-and-innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-new-era-research-and-innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/era_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/mairead-mcguinness-pledges-to-tackle-looming-financial-pain-from-coronavirus/
https://www.ft.com/content/c5239cb9-6a18-4b76-b219-d8568fbc67fa
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https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/China-tech/China-AI-startups-surge-forward-with-30bn-funding-since-2016
https://www.economist.com/technology-quarterly/2020/10/01/health-care-is-already-benefiting-from-vr
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/oct/01/hold-for-me-google-launches-ai-secretary-that-waits-on-hold-for-phone-users
https://www.politico.eu/article/facebook-nick-clegg-cambridge-analytica-scandal/
https://www.oecd.org/publications/returns-to-intangible-capital-in-global-value-chains-4cd06f19-en.htm
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/publish-on-monday-common-eurobonds-should-become-europes-safe-asset-but-they-dont-need-to-be-green/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/universal-testing-to-end-covid19-pandemic-by-reda-cherif-et-al-2020-10
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/government-guaranteed-bank-lending-six-months-on/
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202009/30/WS5f73c5dfa31024ad0ba7cb7a.html
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编前语：周四晚发生了几件大事。美国总统特朗普和第一夫人梅拉尼娅新冠检测阳性，正在隔离，

白宫方面称，目前两人状况良好。欧洲股市、油价和美国期货指数下跌。欧洲方面对特朗普消息快速反

应，欧洲理事会主席米歇尔周五早祝特朗普夫妇尽快恢复。在阴雨绵绵的布鲁塞尔，为期两天的欧盟领

导人特别峰会周四开至深夜，重要议题包括对华关系；欧洲理事会凌晨发布新闻稿，指出欧盟领导人达

成中欧关系四点共识，欢迎9月14日中德欧领导人视频会议成果，强调在对等基础上再平衡对华经济关

系。感谢阅读本周《周·知》，祝您国庆和中秋双节愉快！如欲获取中英双语版《周·知》，请致信

info@ccceu.eu。 

 

 
（欧洲理事会主席米歇尔推特截图） 

 

mailto:请致信info@ccceu.eu
mailto:请致信info@ccceu.eu
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【国际货币基金组织】

 

【金融时报】  

【金融时报】

【卫报】

【路透社】

https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/01/reform-of-the-international-debt-architecture-is-urgently-needed/
https://www.ft.com/content/a13955b8-04ab-4221-93c6-51dca29d58f1
https://www.ft.com/content/afe672c2-e767-4f6c-99dd-d4ef27c37a65
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/sep/30/uk-record-gdp-slump-slightly-less-severe-ons-economy
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-stocks/london-stocks-follow-europe-lower-as-trump-tests-positive-for-covid-19-idUKKBN26N0Y3
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【欧盟委员会】

【政治】

【金融时报】

 

【欧盟委员会】

【政治家】

【金融时报】

【日经亚洲】

【经济学人】

【政治家】

• 

[ 链接 ] 

• 

[ 链接 ] 
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[ 链接 ] 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1703
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-launches-legal-action-against-uk-over-brexit-law/
https://www.ft.com/content/4fa4732b-877b-4994-bfc4-c8ae1cd80a78
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1749
https://www.politico.eu/article/mairead-mcguinness-pledges-to-tackle-looming-financial-pain-from-coronavirus/
https://www.ft.com/content/c5239cb9-6a18-4b76-b219-d8568fbc67fa
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/China-tech/China-AI-startups-surge-forward-with-30bn-funding-since-2016
https://www.economist.com/technology-quarterly/2020/10/01/health-care-is-already-benefiting-from-vr
https://www.politico.eu/article/facebook-nick-clegg-cambridge-analytica-scandal
https://www.oecd.org/publications/returns-to-intangible-capital-in-global-value-chains-4cd06f19-en.htm
https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/publish-on-monday-common-eurobonds-should-become-europes-safe-asset-but-they-dont-need-to-be-green/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/universal-testing-to-end-covid19-pandemic-by-reda-cherif-et-al-2020-10
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https://www.bruegel.org/2020/09/government-guaranteed-bank-lending-six-months-on/
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202009/30/WS5f73c5dfa31024ad0ba7cb7a.html

